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brought back again by Sariputra and Maudgalyayana.
These 500 men then misled by the great schismatic had
been his dupes many ages before. In one of their former
births they had all been monkeys forming a band of BOO
with a chief who was Devadatta in his monkey existence.
On the advice of their chief these simple monkeys set
themselves to draw the moon out of a well, and were all
drowned in the attempt by the breaking of the branch by
which they were swinging.1

It is worthy of note in connection with Tuan-chuang's
description that Fa-hsien did not see any pit here. The
latter describes the spots at which the wicked woman and
Devadatta went down into Hell as having marks of identi-
fication given to them by men of subsequent times. The
design and attempt to murder the Buddha by poison here
described by Tuan-chuang are mentioned also by Fa-hsien,
and they are found in the Tibetan texts translated by
Mr .Rockhill,* but they are not in all the accounts of
Devadatta's proceedings. The great learning and possession
of magical powers here ascribed to Devadatta are men-
tioned in some of the canonical works, and his claim to
be the equal of his cousin in social and religious quali-
fications is also given.3 But his abrupt bodily descent
into Hell is generally ascribed to other causes than merely
the abortive attempt to poison the Buddha.

Our pilgrim here, as we have seen, calls Devadatta's
father Hu-fan-ivang which is a literal rendering of Drono-
danaraja. This Dronodanaraja was a brother of king
Suddhodana the father of Gautama Buddha. By a strange
slip of the pen Julien makes the pilgrim here describe
Devadatta as "le fils du roi Ho-wang", and the mistake is
of course repeated by others. We are to meet with this
troublesome man Devadatta again in the Eecords.

1  Seng-ki-lii, ch. 7.

2  Bookhffl Life p. 107.

3  Shih-Biing-lu, ck. 36; Tseng-yi-a-han-cMng, ch. 47 j AbM-ta-vib.,
c7i  116.